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% With a delighted heart, we want to say Thank You. %
You nourished us with your divine wisdom, and strengthened

us with your physical presence. We will miss you Achen and
[ Kochamma! We also take this juncture to wish you a terrific
E future with abundant blessings from Almighty Lord.
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Jesus died for us!
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VICAR

Rev. K.E. Geevarghese
3892 Byron Road, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006
Ph : 215-947-4274 ; Cell Ph : 267-312-9755
revkeg@gmail.com

Vice President Mr. K. Johnson 215-671-1897
Secretary Mr. Ebby Varughese 215-330-0564
Treasurer Mr. Anil Mathews 215-321-6716
Accountant Mrs. Sara Roby Sam 215-332-3694
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS : 2011

President Rev. K.E. Geevarghese 215-947-4274
Vice President Mr. K. Johnson 215-671-1897
Secretary Mr. Ebby Varughese 215-330-0564
Treasurer Mr. Anil Mathews 215-321-6716
Accountant Mrs. Sara Roby Sam 215-332-3694
Lay-Leaders (Mal) Mr. C.G. George (Jan — Jun) 215-969-2614
(Malayalam) Mr. Thomas Varghese (Jul — Dec) 215-379-1056
(English) Mr. Jesvin S. John (Jan — Jun) 215-934-6169
(English) Mr. Lance Philipose (Jul - Dec)  215-969-5557

Members Representing Prayer Groups

Bethlehem Mr. Poikayil C. Varghese 215-698-7178
Jerusalem Dr. Mathai Kurien 215-884-2902
Salem Mr. M. A. Mathew 215-676-5046
Sharon

Zion Mr. N.L. Varghese 215-969-7704
Nazareth

Members Representing Organizations

Choir (Mal ) Mr. Shegu P. Zachariah (Jan — Jun) 215-464-4887
(Eng) Ms. Jasmine Varghese (Jul — Dec) 215-947-8118
Edavaka Mission Mr. K. Varghese 215-947-9604
Sevika Sangham Mrs. Mollykutty Samuel 215-904-5453
Sunday School Mrs. Aleyamma Baby 215-953-2048
Yuvajana Sakhyam Mr. Binu C. Thomas 215-252-6643
Youth Fellowship .
Young Family Fellowship Mr. Benny Philip 215-934-6528
Sabha Prathinithi
Mandalam Member Mr. Varghese Mathai 215-947-8118
Diocesan Assembly {Mr. Lijo P. George 215-677-1528
Members {Mr. Kurian A. John 215-676-3755
Youth Chaplain Rev. Dr. Joe Joseph Kuruvilla 215-698-1023
(Southeast Reg.)

Church Building Committee Convener
Mr. John Mathew 215-486-5887
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Auditors
Mr. Varghese Philipose 215-677-6247

New Members

Alc#260

Mr. George Mammen

(Zion Prayer Group) & family

Alc #1262

Mr. Mathew Alex

& family

(Bethlehem Prayer Group)

113 Maple Hill Drive
Swedsboro, NJO8085
Ph. 856-832-4350

486 Depue Place
Philadelphia, PA 19116
Ph. 215-437-9256

Ascension in Pictures
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT

Mrs. Aleyamma Baby 215-953-2048

CHOIR LEADERS

215-676-6231
215-676-8808

Malayalam
English

Mr. Jason Philip
Ms. Nancy Abraham

CHURCH BUILDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

President Rev. K.E. Geevarghese
Vice President Mr. K. Johnson
Secretary Mr. Ebby Varughese
Treasurer Mr. Anil Mathews
Accountant Mrs. Robi Sara John
Building Committee Convener ~ Mr. John Mathew

Other Elected Members Mr. Abraham Thomas

Mr. Binu C. Thomas
Mr. Varghese Philipose
Mr. N.L. Varghese

Mr. Thomas Mathew

CHURCH WESB SITE
Our church web site is being updated regu-
larly. Please check the website for any announcements
or changes. The web site address is as follows:

http://ascensionmtc.org
Web Masters: Mr. Binoy Cherian
Mr. K G Mathew Tharakan
Mr. Benny Philip
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Message from the Vicar’s Desk

Dearly beloved in Christ,

The first quarter of 2011 is over and we are enter-

ing to the second. The office bearers and executive

committee of our parish for 2011 has taken charge.

Each one of you should discharge your duties and

responsibilities faithfully for the glory of God and

well being of the parish. I thank the office bearers
and executive committee of last year and wish all blessings for the
new committee.

A special Mandalam meeting was held at Tiruvalla on 8" and 9" March 2011 and
elected Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathai, Rev. Dr. Oommen George and Rev. K. V. Varkey to
episcopacy of our church. Kindly pray for the Bishops designates and for the arrange-
ments consecration.

We are in the second half of this year’s Great lent. Cross is the centre of our meditation.
‘Dying in order to live’ is the lesson of the cross. Every resurrection in the history has a
cross behind it. Through His life, work, death and resurrection Jesus Christ proved that
life comes only by suffering and death. The grain of wheat is ineffective and unfruitful
so long as it is preserved. Jesus died for our sins and suffered with the outcastes, re-
jected and died on behalf of others. As we participate in the suffering of Jesus Christ
and celebrate Easter, let us identify with the passion and suffering of Jesus Christ and
humble ourselves to strive for Christ likeness. Resurrection gives us courage, assurance,
joy and life. Let us pray to God, ‘Lord make me an instrument of your peace; where
there is fear, let me give courage; where there is despair - assurance; where there is sad-
ness - joy; where there is death -life. May the risen Lord strengthen us to take the chal-
lenge of celebrating life over fear, darkness and death. Wish you all a meaningful Res-
urrection festival.

As the vicar of Ascension Mar Thoma Church, this is the last news letter through which
I address you. As you know, we are moving to the Sinai Mar Thoma Centre, New York
in the end of April. Saying goodbye to the loved ones is difficult, but I strongly believe
that everything happens in God’s time. We joined here in May 2010. We were genu-
inely welcomed by you and were given all necessary support and fellowship. Though
the time was short, it has given us memorable experiences. You have been so warm to
me and Reena and for that we cannot say ‘thank you’ enough. Before we go, we wanted
to let you know how much we loved you and enjoyed our time here. Thank you all for
your support, prayers, patience, friendship and fellowship that you have extended during
our tenure. A special thanks to the office bearers and executive committee of both 2010
and 2011.

God will continue to guide you through the capable hands of your new vicar Rev. An-
tony T. Varghese, an excellent leader, a good friend and a great man of God. I am sure
Ascension will reach new heights under his leadership. I wish achen and family all
blessings and success in his ministry over here.

May God bless each of you; maybe someday our paths will cross again
Fare you well in Him in whom you trust, and in whom we rest.

Yours in Christ’s Service

K. E. Geevarghese Achen, Vicar
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/ From the desk of the Youth Chaplain
Rev.Dr. Joe Joseph Kuruvilla

V Greetings in the matchless name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Parish is one of the units of the Church which is the body of Christ.

It is the parish that reflects the ministry and mission of Jesus Christ.
But sometimes we the parish looses the focus on why God has established us a par-
ish in a particular setting, culture and neighborhood. In the Bible we find, that the
Corinthian Church also experience lots of problems. They had problems with regards
to the unity of the church, differences in the way spiritual gifts were exercised and
finally lot of issues with regards to the personal life of the believer. It is in such a
context that Paul comes to the Corinthian Church and reminds them of their high
calling and the unity that they need to maintain as the body of Christ. So as a parish I
believe we need to emphasize on three aspects so that our parish life reflects the
mission and ministry of our Lord.

The first element in a parish so that it functions in a cohesive way is the
sense of unity among the members because of their relationship with Jesus Christ.
Unity is the hallmark of the Church and also among its members. Where there is
unity I believe God acts in wonderful and mighty ways and that is a pleasant thing to
behold. The second element is sense of order in parish. It is only when there is an
order in the church and the parish that the parish functions in a cohesive manner,
bringing meaning to people lives and also order in every activity done by the parish.
That is why we emphasize on a liturgical worship on Sunday as it brings a sense of
order among the people as they worship together, coming from different background
and also mentalities. The third element for the parish to function effectively is when
each member of the parish gets a due place in the functioning of the parish. Some-
times what happens in a parish setting is that some people are always relegated to the
background. Nobody knows them; they come to the church unnoticed and also go
away unnoticed. The people in the parish also may sometimes unknowingly miss
meeting and relating with the people that they do not know. It is here that a con-
scious effort has to be takes so that each member of the parish is made aware of their
rightful place and contribution in the functioning of the parish. When that happens
parish becomes a fellowship of people doing God’s mission together in fellowship.

I wrote these three concepts with Geevarghese Achen in mind. In a matter
of one month he will relinquish the charge of the vicar of Ascension Mar Thoma
church and take over as the bishop secretary in New York. I am sure each and every
member, young and old is going to miss this dynamic achen. He and Reena was
more than a colleague to us. They were our extended family. What he brought about
in the Ascension Parish is the three elements Paul emphasized in Corinthian Church.
He brought about unity, brought about order in the total administration of the parish
and also other spiritual activities like worship and prayer meeting and finally gave a
rightful place to each and everyone in the functioning of the parish. He leaves behind
a wonderful legacy for the next achen to follow and also for the parishioners to com-
prehend that this is the way that a parish has to function.

I will surely miss his dynamic presence, his inspiring messages and bible
study and the fellowship of his family with our family. But then God purposely dis-
places us so that we become new avenues for His work.

May the good Lord enable all of us to work together for His glory.
Joe Joseph Achen, Youth Chaplain

April
09 Sevika Sangam — Centre B Conference — Washington.
10 Sunday School — Exam 11
16 Ascension MTC “Allan George Varughese” Memorial
Basket Ball Tournament
17 Hosanna 9.00 AM English Holy Communion.
10.30 AM Malayalam Holy Communion.
18 Sandhya Namaskaram (7.00 PM — 8.30 PM)
19 Sandhya Namaskaram (7.00 PM — 8.30 PM)
20 Sandhya Namaskaram (7.00 PM — 8.30 PM)
21 Maundy Thursday 7.00 PM — Holy communion English)
22 Good Friday 9.00 AM — Part I in English, Parts II & 111
in Malayalam
23 Southeastern regional Youth fellowship 1 day conference
Randolph - NJ
24 Easter Sunday / Vicar’s Send off meeting
8.00 AM Malayalam Holy Communion.
May
01 Reception of the new Vicar / Sunday School Plant sale
08 Mothers day hosted by Sunday School
15 Sunday School Diocesan Exam / Edavaka Mission Bake
Sale
26 —28 | Clergy Conference / Diocesan Assembly
June
11 Church talent night hosted by Youth fellowship
12 Sevika Sangam — Bake sale #1
18 Sunday School competitions (internal)
19 Fathers day hosted by youth fellowship
23 Youth fellowship Picnic
Jun 26 | Sunday School Bible quiz (internal)
30-Jul 3 | Mar Thoma National Family conference— Edmonton,
Canada
July
7-10 National Youth Conference — Long island
09 Church Picnic (Tentative)
14-17 Sunday School Jr. Sr. conference — Ramapo College —NJ
22-24 VIII National Edavaka Mission conference — Detroit
Jul 27-30 | Vacation Bible School
31 Regional youth Fellowship Communion service
August
5-7 Annual Gospel Convention
13 Sunday School Anniversary
19-21 Church Family retreat — Rhodes Grove Camp, Chambers-
burg (EM/ YS/ YFF)
27 South East Region Youth Fellowship Concert 6.30 PM
28 Harvest Festival — Malayalam Holy communion

13




We Ascension Church, express our heartfelt condolences to
the following members of our parish in their bereavement and
pray that may Almighty God give them comfort and peace that

transcends all understanding.

Mrs. Moni Mathew— Father

Mrs. Sheena Mary Thomas—Grandfather
Mr. P.A. Mathew—Father

Mr. Aji George— Uncle

Mrs. Marykutty Thomas—Brother

Mrs. Kunjukunjamma Ninan— Father

Mr. Mammen Kappiuzhathil- Brother in law
Mrs. Lissy Baby—Uncle

Mrs. Lizy Varghese—Father

Mrs. Leena Vadaketh—Grandmother
Mrs. Aleyamma Chandy—Sister

Homage

Our member Mrs. Saramma
Mathew was called on eternity
% on February 21, 2011. We,
M\ Ascension Church express our
deepest sympathy to Mr. K.M.
Mathew and bereaved family

members.

Mrs. Saramma Mathew
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PRAYER CELL&
SENIOR CITIZEN FELLOWSHIP
Prayer meeting on every Tuesday at 06:30 pm at
the Church. There will be individual prayer, inter-
cession prayer and testimony. Please forward your
prayer requests to revkeg@gmail.com

New born

Congratulations! to the families and
pray that may Almighty
Lord help to raise the
child in the fear and
love of God.

Mrs. Susan George & Mr. Joji George
sonnamed  Nolan

Mrs. Simi Susan Thomas & Mr. Mathew P. Thomas
Sonnamed  Aarron

Mrs. Soja George & Mr. Lijo P. George

daughter named Millie Lisa George

Mrs. Lancy Soji and Mr. Soji Skaria

Daughter named Niya Susan Soji

Mrs. Jamiy Niroop and Mr.Niroop Mathew
Daughter named Kayla Mathew



Bethlehem

Sharon

Zion

Salem

Jerusalem

Edavaka Mission

Nazareth

Yuvajanasakhyam

Prayer Meetings—April 2011

Saturday, April 02, 2011at 6.00 PM

486 Pinewood Place, Philadelphia, PA 19116
Mrs. & Mr. Poikayil C. Varghese
Ph:215-698-7178 (A/C # 093)

Sunday, April 03,2011 at 6.00 PM

303 Palmer Dr., Philadelphia, PA 19115
Mrs. & Mr. Johnson Simon

Ph: 215-934-6169 (A/C # 109)

Saturday, April 09, 2011at 6.00 PM
2767 Tolbut St. Philadelphia, PA 19152
Mrs. & Mr. Mathai Thomas (Babu)
Ph: 215-464-5055 (A/c # 081)

Sunday, April 10, 2011 at 5.00 PM

615 Parlin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19116
Mrs. & Mr. Thankachen M. Abraham
Phone: (A/c # 010)

Saturday, Apil 16, 2011 at 6.00 PM

2801 River Willow Dr., Furlong PA 18925
Mrs. & Mr. Georgekutty Varghese (Jossy)
Ph: 215-348-4904 (A/c # 087)

Sunday, April 17,2011 at 6.00 PM

649 Parlin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19116

Mrs. & Mr. Mammen Kappiuzhathil (Johnykutty)
Ph: 215-330-3294 (A/c # 042)

Will be announced later

No Prayer meeting

SCHEDULED ORGANIZATIONAL PRAYER MEETINGS

Sevika Sanghom Bible study

Every Wednesday at 09,30 AA

Yuvdjana Sakhyam Akeeting

Every 2nd & 4th Sunday at 9.30 AM

Prayer Cell & Senior Citizen

Ewvery Tuesday at 06.30 PAL

Fasting Prayer

Every Friday at 02:30 AA

Youth Fellowship Bible Study

Every Friday at 07:00 PA

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE : JUNE 2011

June 5, 11
Sunday

June 12, 11
Sunday

June 19, 11
Sunday

June 26, 11
Sunday

Wisdom and Knowledge—The Gift of God
09:00 AM Sunday School & English Divine Service
10:30 AM Malayalam Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Prov. 2:1-12 Rom. 11:25-36
Jam. 3:13-18 St. Luke 2:41-52

Pentecost: Holy Spirit who renews the whole creation
09:00 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM English Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Joel 2:28-32 Eph. 4:17-24
Acts 2:1-13 St. John 16:7-15

Trinity Sunday
09:00 AM Sunday School & English Divine Service
10:30 AM Malayalam Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Gen.18:1-15 1 John 5:1-12
Eph. 2:11-22 St. Matt. 3:13-17

Discipleship— “Call to take up the cross”
09:00 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM English Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
2 Kings 2:1-15 Phil. 2:12-18
1 Pet. 4:12-19 St. Luke 14:25-33
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Bethlehem

Sharon

Zion

Salem

Jerusalem

Edavaka Mission

Nazareth

Yuvajanasakhyam

Prayer Meetings — June 2011

Saturday, June 04, 2011at 6.00 PM

367 Larkspur St., Philadelphia, PA 19116
Mrs. & Mr. P. C. Mathew

Ph: 215-969-0503 (A/c # 183)

Will be announced later

Saturday, June 11, 2011at 6.00 PM

66N Kings Highway, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
Mrs. & Mr. Babukutty Joseph

Ph: 856-779-1419 (A/c # 037)

Sunday, June 12, 2011at 6.00 PM
10216 Jeans St., Philadelphia, PA 19116
Mrs. & Mr. Mathew C. Varghese

Ph: 215-969-3228 (A/c # 227)

Sunday, June 18, 2011at 6.00 PM
4 Acorn Dr., Edison, NJ 08820
Mrs. & Mr. Sajan Podikunju
Ph: 856-779-1419 (A/c # 138)

Sunday, June 19, 2011 at 6.00 PM

97 Roy Lane, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006
Mrs. & Mr. K. Varghese (Ponnachen)

Ph: 215-947-9604 (A/c # 091)

Will be announced later

Sunday, June 26, 2011 at 4.30 PM

10222 Selmer Terrace, Philadelphia, PA 19116
Mrs. & Mr. Jaison John Philip

Ph: 215-676-6231 (A/c # 068)

Monthly Prayer Meeting Schedule

1st Saturday Bethlehem

1st Sunday Sharon
2nd Saturday Zion

2nd Sunday Salem

3rd Saturday Jerusalem
3rd Sunday Edavaka Mission
4th Saturday Nazareth

4th Sunday Yuvajanasakhyam
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WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE : APRIL 2011

Apr. 03, 11
Sunday

Apr.10, 11
Sunday

Apr. 17,11
Sunday

Apr. 24, 11
Sunday

“Jesus Who values the Human Person”
09:00 AM Sunday School & English Divine Service
10:30 AM Malayalam Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Isa. 51:1-6 Rom. 8:31-39
Gal. 5:13-24 St. Luke 13:10-17

“Faith Proclamation which transcends barriers”
09:00 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM English Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Isa. 42:1-9 2 Cor. 4:1-12
Acts. 11:19-26 St. Mark 10:46-52

Hosana (Palm Sunday) “Coming of the savior”
09:00 AM English Holy Communion Service
09:00 AM Sunday School

10:30 AM Malayalam Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Zec. 9:9-12 Eph. 1:3-10
Heb. 5:1-10 St. Mark 11:1-11

Resurrection : Celebration of Life (Easter Sunday)
08:00 AM Malayalam Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
2 Kings 4:27-37 1 Cor. 15:42-58
1 Cor. 15:12-20 St.John.20:1-18



Prayer Meetings — May 2011

Sharon
Bethlehem

Salem

Zion

Edavaka Mission

Jerusalem

Yuvajanasakhyam

Nazareth

Will be announced later
Will be announced later

Sunday, May 08, 2011at 5.00 PM

10237 Jeans St., Philadelphia, PA 19116
Mrs. & Mr. C.T. Thomas

Ph: 215-676-2971 (A/c # 203)

Will be announced later

Sunday, May 15, 2011 at 6.00 PM

1013 Norvellt Drive, Philadelphia, PA 19115
Mrs. & Mr. ML.K. Philip

215-934-6528 (A/c # 065)

Saturday, May 21, 2011at 6.00 PM

771 Atkinson Lane, Langhorne, PA 19047
Mrs. & Mr. Mathews G. Vadaketh (Binu)
Ph: 215-757-5726 (A/c # 084)

Sunday, May 22, 2011 at 4.30 PM

2719 Tolbut St., Philadelphia, PA 19152
Mrs. & Mr. Jijomon Joseph

Ph: 215-677-6131 (A/c # 257)

Will be announced later

CHANGE IN ACCOUNT / ADDRESS

Alc 259 Mr. Varghese Philipose

Alc 260 Mr. George Vadaketh 18 Regents Ct.

Bensalem, PA 19020
Ph: 215-604-0502

1307 Sterling St.
Philadelphia, PA 19111
Ph: 215-677-2694

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE : MAY 2011

May 01, 11
Sunday

May 08, 11
Sunday

May 15, 11
Sunday

May 22, 11
Sunday

May 29, 11
Sunday

New Sunday Christ’s Appearance to Apostle Thomas
09:00 AM Sunday School & English Divine Service
10:30 AM Malayalam Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Exo. 3:7-15 1 Tim. 2:1-7
1 Pet. 1:1-9 St. John 20:24-29

“Live in the Risen lord” (St. John the Apostle’s Day)
09:00 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM English Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Eze. 37:1-14 Rom.6:1-14
Col. 3:1-11 St. John 21:10-14

“Jesus who talks with us during crisis”
09:00 AM Sunday School & English Divine Service
10:30 AM Malayalam Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Josh. 1:1-9 2 Cor. 12-1-10
1John 3: 1-12 St. Luke 24:13-35

“With Psalms and Hymns” - Sacred Music Sunday
09:00 AM Sunday School
10.30 AM English Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
1 Sam 2:1-11 Eph.5:15-21
Rev. 4:1-11 St. Luke 1: 46-55

“Jesus the Resurrection and Life”
09:00 AM Sunday School & English Divine Service
10:30 AM Malayalam Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
1Kings 17:13-24 1 Thess. 4:13-18
1 Cor. 15:50-58 St. John 11:17-25



