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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS : 2010

President Rev. K.E. Geevarghese
Vice President Mr. John Varughese
Secretary Mr. Kurian A. John
Treasurer Mr. Lalu Jose pratap
Accountant Mr. Varghese Mathai
Lay-Leaders (Mal) Mr. P. A. Mathews
(Malayalam) Mr. Johnson Simon
(English) Mr. Saju Kurien
(English) Mr. Stan Mathews
Members Representing Prayer Groups
Bethlehem Mr. George. P. Mathai
Jerusalem Dr. Mathai Kurien
Salem Mr. John Philipose
Sharon Mr. Thomas Varghese
Zion Mr. Mathai Thomas
Nazareth Mr. Sumodh Nellikala

Members Representing Organizations

Choir (Mal ) Mr. Binu C. Thomas
(Eng) Mr. Melvin Mathew

Edavaka Mission Mr. Ebby Varughese

Sevika Sangham Mrs. Elsy K. John

Sunday School Mrs. Mini Saju

Yuvajana Sakhyam Mr. Joby John

Youth Fellowship Ms. Jasmine Varghese

Young Family Fellowship Mr. Benny Philip
Sabha Prathinithi

Mandalam Member Mr. M.K. Philip

Diocesan Mr. M .A. Mathew
Assembly Mr. Varughese Joseph
Members Mr. K. Varghese

Youth Chaplain Rev. Dr. Joe Joseph Kuruvilla

(Southeast Reg.)

Church Building Committee Convener
Mr. John Mathew

Auditors
Mr. Anil Mathews
Mr. Kurien K. Thomas

215-677-7390
215-698-0112
215-676-3755
215-741-1214
215-947-8118
267-672-5761
215-934-6169
215-673-2025
215-321-6716

215-677-1528
215-884-2902
215-676-6231
215-379-1056
215-464-5055
215-437-3348

215-969-0132
215-676-5046
215-330-0564
215-676-3755
215-673-2025
215-624-1799
215-947-8118
215-934-6528

215-934-6528
215-676-5046
215-663-5905
215-947-9604
215-698-1023

215-946-8080

215-321-6716
215-332-3694

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT

Mrs. Mini Saju 215-673-2025
Joint Superintendent
Mr. Aji Thomas 215-676-1258
CHOIR LEADERS &}g’l
Malayalam Mr. Jason Philip 215-676-6231
English Ms. Litty Samuel 215-904-5453

CHURCH BUILDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

President Rev. K.E. Geevarghese
Vice President Mr. John Varughese
Secretary Mr. Kurian A. John
Treasurer Mr. Lalu Jose Pratap
Accountant Mr. Varghese Mathai
Building Committee Convener Mr. John Mathew

Other Elected Members Mr. K.Johnson

Mr. Abraham Thomas
Mr. Binu C. Thomas
Mr. Varghese Philipose
Mr. N.L. Varghese
Mr. Thomas Mathew

CHURCH WEB SITE
Our church web site is being updated regularly. Please check
the website for any announcements or changes. The web site
address is as follows:

http://ascensionmtc.org
Web Masters: Mr. Binoy Cherian
Mr. K G Mathew Tharakan
Mr. Benny Philip
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WORSHIPING MEMBERS

Jacob Benjamin 7326 Algon Ave,
Annamma K Jacob  Philadelphia,PA
Rachel.B.Jacob
Priyanka Jacob

Annamma Baby 2059 Brookshire Rd, 215-794-5220
Jenson Baby Furlong,PA 18925

Ricku Philip George 142 Grey Court Rd, 267-249-8783
Jeena P. Mathew Philadelphia, PA 19115

Abraham David 8419 Loretta Ave 215-742-3497
Leelamma Abraham Philadelphia, PA 19152

Robin Alex 104 Robin Lane 817-271-6164

Bldg C, Apt C3
Hummels town, PA 17036

MONTHLY PRAYER MEETING SCHEDULE

1st Saturday - Bethlehem

1st Sunday - Sharon

2nd Saturday - Zion

2nd Sunday - Salem

3rd Saturday - Jerusalem

3rd Sunday - Edavaka Mission

4th Saturday - Nazareth

4th Sunday - Yuvajanasakhyam
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From Vi car (

4 Dearly beloveds in Christ,
Greetings to all in the precious name of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ

I am indeed very happy that | could greet you all through the pages
of this News Letter. | consider it as a privilege and honor for me to
be the Vicar of Ascension MTC, Philadelphia. At the very outset let me thank God for

enabling me to have this responsibility. Though the place and people were new, the love,

fellowship and hospitality of the parishioners helped us to feel at home. Thank you very

much for your warm reception.

Letés thank God for our <calling as a pari s
The ministry into which the church is| cal
The chosen people are not only a worshipping community but a caring, sharing and serv-

ing community. Since the church is the body of Christ, it should work together. Everyone

should do what they can within his/her capacity, place, role and function for the great mis-

sion of God.

It is my pleasure to know that our parish has six prayer groups. But coming together for
prayer meetings is also very important. A
will make our parish more dynamic and vibrant in its mission. Therefore | request all the
parishioners to host and actively participate in the prayer meetings.

A new parsonage for our parish is a dire need of the hour. The executive committee with

the help of building committee is in thhe p
Godés guidance and peoplebdbs participatilion
making our dreams a reality. Therefore, | request all the parishioners to contribute gener-

ously to the 6éparsonage fundbé in orderf to

Our Sunday school has successfully completed another academic year. | congratulate and
thank the superintendent, teachers, parents and students for their leadership, tireless ser-
vice and whole-hearted support. The VBS is scheduled for July 8™ i 10" in the church. |
request all the parents to encourage and send their children for VBS.

The Diocesan Family conference and national conferences of various diocesan organiza-
tions are scheduled for the months of July-October. This is an opportunity for fellowship
and to learn the word of God through eminent leaders. Please pray and participate in them.

The Annual Gospel convention of the parish
prepare ourselves to receive Godobés worids a
of God in our 1ife. Sevi ka Sangham day and

September. These days are set apart for honoring women and elderly people in our com-
munity. By celebrating these special days let us take the challenge to affirm the dignity of
all irrespective of gender or age. May the Lord Almighty enable us to take this challenge.

With Prayers and Goddés bl essings
I'n Christds Service

K. E. Geevarghese Achen



Do we need a Church?

Some people may wonder what am | hinting at? Yes | am serious " do
we need a church and if we need a church, what is the primary reason to gather as a
community of faithful"?. This is a relevant question of today. The early church was
started because the Lord commanded that they gather at Jerusalem and wait for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. And when the Holy Spirit comes upon them they were
supposed to be witness in Jerusalem, in Judea and Samaria and to utmost part of the
earth [ Acts 1:8]. The church is always understood as a community whose primary
purpose is to fulfill this commission of Jesus Christ. The commission to witness to the
risen Lord. If this has to happen every member of the worshipping community has to be
led by the Holy Spirit and only then can we be a witnessing community. Today we need
to thank God for the wonderful ways by which God has led us all through our life so-
journs. We are indeed a blessed generation in North America because we all have been
able to settle down here in this wonderful country and our children are also making a
mark in their lives both in terms of career and also in the educational field. But then we
need to ask ourselves do we live in this country and society as if we are the chosen peo-
ple who are supposed to witness to the Risen Lord? Does our life style show that Jesus
Christ directs our lives, our decisions that we take as community of faithful, does we as
church also witness in the society so that in this continent, the message of the good
news could be preached through the witnessing of each individual Marthoma parishes?

Secondly if our witness has to be meaningful, the word of God states in 1Peter 2: 9
that " You are chosen race, the King's priest, the holy nation, God's own people, chosen
to proclaim the wonderful acts of God, who called you out of darkness into his own
marvelous light"

Here we are reminded that we are called as a chosen generation and that we are also
royal priesthood. In other sense the church is church of holy people. holy people in the
bible means people who are set apart for God and people who are set apart for a pur-
pose. One of the distinguishing features of the early Christians was that they always
lived a life, that was different from the rest of the people in the world. It is this that
made them a model and also for other people to observe and study as to what is differ-
ent in them. It is this difference that attracted the unbelievers to the community of faith-
ful which is the church. We need to ask ourselves, are we as a worshipping community
living e in this world as a set apart people or do we confirm to the patterns of the world
thereby diluting the message of the gospel and also being a stumbling block to others in
their quest to know Jesus Christ. St. Paul in Romans 12: 2 states that " Do not be con-
firmed to the patterns of this world, but let God transform you inwardly by a complete
change of your mind". Therefore may we as a worshipping community come together
with this specific purpose of witness and living as a set apart community and only then
can we say " Yes we need a Church, because we are called to witness and to be set apart
in this world to do His will ".

On a personal note | want to thank the Ascension members for the love and the support
that you are giving to me and to my family. My settling down in Philadelphia has been
very smooth due to support by the Marthoma families here. | want you all to continue to
pray for me and my ministry. May the good Lord bless us all.

Rev. Dr. Joe Joseph Kuruvilla

From Youth Chapl a

r
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July - 2010

July 1-4 Mar Thoma National Family Confer
ence

July 8-11 Vacation Bible School

July 15-18 National Youth Conference i Bethel
MT Church, Frankfort, IL

July 15-18 Junior/ Senior Conference at Ramapo
College, NJ

July 23-25 Edavaka Mission National Confer

ence in Valley Forge, PA

August - 2010
Aug 6, 7,8 Fri, Sat, Sun) Church Annual Gospel Convention

Aug22 Sun Harvest Festival (Sale and Auction)
Service @ 9 anMalayalam
Aug 22 Sun Sunday School students and teachers

dedication service

September- 2010

Sept 05 Sun Sunday School Anniversary

Sept 11 Sat Church Talent Show hosted by
Young Family Fellowship

Sept 06-12 Sevika Sangham Week

Sept.12 Sun Sevika Sangham Day

Sept 12 Sun Edavaka Mission Bake Sale

Sept 19 Sun Senior Citizen day (Hosted by Eda
vaka Mission)

Sept 26 Sun Church Prayer Group Bible Quiz
Competition (Young Family Fellow
ship)
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PROGRAM OF YOUTH CHAPLAIN, SOUTH EAST RE-

NN CONDOLENCES GION, DIOCESE_OF NORTH AMERICA & EUROPE
ki—k\/\\ As a Church we express our heartfelt condolences
3 ) to the following members of our parish in their Rev. Dr. Joe Joseph Kuruvilla 9712 Laramie Road
= bereavement and pray that Almighty God give them Youth Chaplain, South East Region Philadelphia, PA 19115
//é(, comfort and peace that transcends all understanding. Email.joeachan@gmail.com Cell. 2288:3504
- July 11 Sunda Holy Communion Service at 10.30 am
Mrs. Liziamma Varghese Mother y y @Affscension Mar Thoma Church
Mr. T.S. Varghese Father
Mrs. Silpa Jerry Grandmother August 29 Sunday SE Regional Youth Fellowship Praise

Mrs. Molly Samuel Mother and Worship and Holy Communion
10am @Ascension MTC

PRAYER CELL& SENIOR CITIZEN FELLOWSHIP
Prayer meeting on every Wednesday at 06.30 pm at the
HOMAGE Church. There will be individual prayer, intercession prayer and
—_——= testimony. Please forward your prayer requests to
Our member Mrs. Ammini Eapen was called revkeg@gmail.com
to eternity on Apr 29, 2010. As a parish we '

express our deepest sympathy to her son Mr.
Eapen Mathew and his family..

NEW MEMBERS

= We welcome the following families who have
CHANGE OF ADDRESS become members of our parish.
The following families of our parish changed their address
248 Oommen T. John 1076B Fullerton Ave AJ/C #108A Rev. K.E. Geevarghese 717 Gorman St
Kunjamma OOmmen Allentown, PA 18102 Salem Dr.Reena Geevarghese Philadelphia, PA 19116
John T. Oommen
Reetha Oommen
Jincy Oommen A/C #166 Rev. Dr. Joe Joseph Kuruvilla 9712 Laramie Road
Sharon Sairah Joseph Philadelphia, PA 19115
061 John G. Oommen St. Laurent Appartments APT - 2A Ashish Joel Joseph PH: 215-698-1023
Rajamma John 1865 Welsh Road, Phila, PA 19115 Anjali Lisa Joseph
127 Baby George 9861 Jeanes St B ]
Sopha Samuel Philadelphia, PA 19115 AIC#252 Joji Samuel 1730 Tustin St
Elizabeth Baby George Zion Dhanya Jacob Philadelphia, PA 19152
Angelina Baby George Aaron Joji Samuel PH: 267-442-8902
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PRAYER MEETINGS : JUL, 10

Bethlehem Will be announced later
Sharon No Prayer Meeting
Zion Saturday, Jul 10, 2010 at 6.00 pm

at, 2708 Taunton St, Philadelphia, PA 19152
Mrs. & Mr. Sabu John
PH: 215676-7185

Salem Sunday , Jul 11, 2010 at 6.30 pm
At, 10643 St. Thomas Dr, Philadelphia, PA 19116
Mrs. & Mr. Oommen V. Oommen
PH: 215-676-6717

Jerusalem Saturday, Jul 17, 2010 at 6.00 pm
at, 210 Fernwood Court, Harleysville, PA 19338
Mrs. & Mr. Nelson Varughese
PH: 267-4757737

Edavaka Mission Sunday, July 18, 2010 at Church 6.00 pm

Nazareth Cancelled due to Edavaka Mission Regional Meeting
Yuvajanasakhyam Cancelled
o O NEW BORN

Congratulations !!!
o To the family and pray that the Almighty
. .- "7 God help them raise the child in the fear and
e Love of God.

Mrs.& Mr. Vinson Varghese daughter named Mirah

Raichel .\VVarghese

Mrs. & Mr. Varghese Oommen Madackal Son Isaiah Oommen
Madackal

&

Sept 05, 10
Sunday

Sept 12, 10
Sunday

Sept 19, 10
Sunday

Sept 26, 10
Sunday

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE : SEPT, 10

Jesus the Great Teacher-Education Day
09:00 am Sunday School
10:30 am English Holy Communion service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Prov. 4:1-9 Col. 1:24-29
Acts. 22:1-15 St. Mat.11:25-30

Women - Called to Witness and to Serve-

Sevika Sangham Day

09:00 am Sunday School & English Divine Service
10:30 am Malayalam Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Prov. 31:10-31 2 Tim. 1:1-8
Acts. 16:11-15 St. Luke.10:25-37

Honor the Elder Generation - Senior Citizens Day
09:00 am Sunday School
10:30 am English Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Gen. 47:1-12 Eph. 6:1-9
1Tim.5:1-10 St. Mark.7:6-16

Imitate Christ ( 18th Sunday after Pentecost)
09:00 am Sunday School & English Divine Service
10:30 am Malayalam Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
1 Sam. 24: 1-15 Eph. 6:10-18
1 Thes.4:1-12 St. Mat. 5:38-48
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PRAYER MEETINGS : SEPT, 10 WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE : JUL 10

Jul 04,10 Christian Stewardship Tithe - Offering - ( 6th Sun
Sunday day after Pentecost
10:30 am English Holy Communion Service

Bethlehem Saturday, Sept 04, 2010 at 6.30 pm
At, 10131 Ferndale St, Philadelphia, PA 19116
Mrs. & Mr. Samuel Thankachan
PH: 215671-0889

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Sharon Sunday, Sept 05, 2010 at 6.30 pm Exo. 36:1-7 2 Cor.9:6-15
at, 303 Par Dr, Philadelphia, PA 19116 e .
Mrs. & Mr. Abraham P. Simon Acts.5:1-11 St.Luke. 21:1-4
PH: 215676-8808
Zion Saturday Sept 11,2010 at 6:30 pm Jul 11, 10 Ordained Ministry - Call for Shepherding
At 915 Disston St, Philadelphia, PA 19111 Sunday 10.30 am English Holy Communion Service
Mrs. & Mr. Samuel A. Kurian
PH: 2157222640 )
Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Salem Will be announced later Exo. 3:1-12 2Tim. 4:1-5
Acts.9:10-18 St. John. 21:15-19
Jerusalem Saturday, Sept 18, 2010 at 5:00 pm
at, 2226 Sunrise Way, Jamison, PA 18929
Mrs. & Dr. Denny John ] .
PH: 215-491-6168 Jul 18, 10 Church: Community of the Kingdom of God
Sunday 09.00 am English Divine Service
10.30 am Malayalam Hol mmunion Servi
Edavaka Mission Sunday, Sept 19, 2010 at 6.00 pm 0.30a alayala oly Co union Service
At 97 Roy Lane, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006 .
Mrs. & Mr. K. Varghese Lessons Epistle/Gospel
PH: 215-947-9604 Micah. 6:1-8 1 Pet. 2:1-12
Col. 1: 9:23 St. Luke. 6:27-36
Nazareth Saturday, Sept 25, 2010 at 6.30 pm
At 10623 St. Thomas Dr, Philadelphia, PA 19116
Mrs. & Mr. George Thomas o .
PH: 2154641386 Jul 25, 10 Fellowship with God and with one another
Sunday 09.00 am English Divine Service

Yuvajanasakhyam Sunday, Sept 26, 2010 at 4.30 pm
At, 212 Upland Rd, Merion Statton, PA 19066
Mrs. & Mr. Anu Skaria

10.30 am Malayalam Holy Communion Service

PH: 610-667-1834 Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Gen. 7: 1-16 Acts. 4:32-37
SCHEDULED ORGANIZATIONAL PRAYER MEETINGS 1 Cor. 12: 12-27 St. John. 15:1-12

Sevika Sanghom Bible study : Every Wednesday at 09.30 AM
Yuvajana Sakhyam Meeting  : Every 1st & 3rd Sunday after the service

Prayer Cell & Senior Citizen : Every Wednesday at 06.30 PM



Bethlehem

Sharon

Zion

Salem
Edavaka Mission

Jerusalem

Yuvajanasakhyam

Nazareth

PRAYER MEETINGS : AUG, 10

Saturday, Aug 7, 2010 at 6.30 pm

At 414 Hendrix St, Philadelphia, PA 19116
Mrs. & Mr. K. Johnson

PH: 215671-1897

Sunday, Aug 01,2010 at 6.30 pm

9220 Laramie Road, Philadelphia, PA 19115
Mrs. & Mr. Kurian A. John

PH: 215676-3755

Saturday, Aug 14, 2010 at 6.00 pm

at, 1543 Shrewsbury Dr, Bensalem, PA 19020
Mrs. & Mr. Sathesh Mathew

PH: 856-633-0909

Will be announced later
Prayer Meeting at Church on Sunday, Aug 15 at 6.00 pm

Saturday, Aug 21, 2010 at 5.00 PM

At 8 Fox Hall Road, Newtown, PA 18940
Mrs. & Mr. George Titus

PH: 267-364-5077

Sunday, Aug 22, 2010 at 4.30 pm

At 10788 Heather St, Philadelphia, PA 19116
Mrs. & Mr. Lijo George

PH: 215776-7940

Saturday Aug 28, 2010 at 6.30 pm

At 9753 Susan Rd, Philadelphia, PA 19115
Mrs. & Mr. Roy Yesudasan

PH: 2156779637

SCHEDULED ORGANIZATIONAL PRAYER MEETINGS

Sevika Sanghom Bible study : Every Wednesday at 09.30 AM

Yuvajana Sakhyam Meeting  : Every 1st & 3rd Sunday after the service

Prayer Cell & Senior Citizen : Every Wednesday at 06.30 PM

Fasting and Prayer

. Every Friday at 09:30 AM

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE : AUG, 10

Aug 01, 10
Sunday

Aug 08, 10
Sunday

Aug 15, 10
Sunday

Aug 22, 10
Sunday

Aug 29, 10
Sunday

Beginning of Fifteen Days of Lent
Social Responsibility of the Church (Mission Sunday)
10:30 am English Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Amos. 2:1-8 Jam. 5:1-6
Rom. 5:1-11 St. Mat. 25:31-46

Bear Witness to the Glory of the Lord
09.00 am English Divine Service
10.30 am Malayalam Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Isa. 6:1-8 Phil. 3:7-16
Acts. 2: 22-36 St. Mark. 16:9-18

Fifteen Days Fast Ends - Independence Day. Participation
in Nation Building
10:30 am English Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Exo. 15:1-8 Gal. 5:1-6
Acts. 15: 1-22 St. John. 8:31-38

Reformation Day - Nurturing Gospel Values
09.00 am Malayalam Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
2 Kings. 23:1-11 Eph. 4:25-5:14
1 Cor. 13:1-13 St Mark. 11:12-18

Holy Qurbana - Banquet of the Kingdom of God
10:00 am English Holy Communion Service

Lessons Epistle/Gospel
Exo. 16:9-21 1 Cor. 10: 1-17
Rev. 19:1-10 St. John. 6:30-58



